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- OFFICIAL WHO URGED IRAN ARMS SALES DISCLOSUER NAMED CIA CHIEF
By TERENCE HUNT '
WASHINGTON
7 Robert _Gat -
" salés tG iran before they were »
- Monday to replace the ailing Willi
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amd the White House Na:
sates {5 widely respected on
winning Senate confi rmation.
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However, he is certain
531l of arms o Iran and ¢
rebels. A repart by the Sen
about the affair late last ye
unanswersd.

¥
rilled about the CIA's role in the secret
its to the Nicaragaan Lontra
- Committee said »asey in testimony
r, "was gemeral in nature" and left WwanYy Qquestions
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-tcvwcrklng with Robert Gates, wt
vﬁf whom [ have h:g. Teg
nate Foreign Relat ions

g is a _ :
rﬁ,“' aid Sen. Clajborne
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, Casey submitted ki Signation (o Reagan in a two-sentemce letter dated last
Thursday. "It has been a8 great honor serving you," it said. In a returs letter
Monday, the president credited Ca asey wilh helping restore pricde and morale o

3

the nation's intelligence services. "America has bSeen blessed to have the
SErY¥icE amd the spirit of Bill Casey," #e wrote.

langtime friend of the pres tgent, Casey became dirsctor of the CIA  in
1981 after managlng Reagan's White House uampa‘gn

He suffered a seizure last Dec. 15 & day before he was to appear before the
Senate Intelligence Commitiee _ and unﬁe.went S5UTG ery three days later for
removal of a cakcerous tumor.

A Accarding'ta ant associate, € sey's last words before oeing wheeleg int
surgery were, "I hope Dave Durenbérger doesn't think I'm uapp;ng ot On uxa."
Durenserger, a Hinnesa 3 Republican, was the chatrman of the Intelligence
Committee at the time.

The committee's report, released last week, said a  CIA aﬁ~lyst wert ta
Bates last Oct. 1 amd said he was Qoncerned that money from ¢
to Iran were being diverted to Central America.

.~ Continmed
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i . "Gate€s was surﬁr15€6 and Sisturbded amd (0id the analyst o see (asey," the
| ~report said. It guoted the analyst as saying he and Gates did not discuss

L |
. whether or not & diversion would be illegal.

Gates on Sct. 15 girected the CIA's general counsel to review all aspects
of the Iran deal to make sun nothrng wd3 deing gone that was illegal. The
counsel later reported there was nothing amiss from the CIA standpoint.

| According to bates' tEstimony in the repert, ne and (asey urged them-national
security adviser John Polndexter (o have Reagan make the [ranm initiative public,
rather than have it 1€3K out "im Gribs and drabs.” At that time, they warned
there might have been some diversion of funds, the report said.

ThE arms-s5ale deal was revealad Nov. 2 by 38 pro-Syrian publication in
Lebanan.

Gates said later information about the diversion "was based on analytical
judgment of bits and pieces of information by one intelligemos officer and that
they ({asey and Gates!) didn't consider that very much to go on, alLPOU K it was
anough to raise Qur concerns to the point where we expressed them to the ahite

- Casey offered his resignation during a meeting in his haspital room with
white HOda: chief of staff Donmald 7. Regan and A torney &ewe.a; Edn;n ‘Meese 111
last Thursday. & day later, Reagan talked with Gates in an unannounced meeting

is u"?e Oval ufflC@, fef'u«ﬁ Him the Jﬁ‘b-

"It was Mr. Casey's decision to resigh," satd Marlin Fitzwater, the '
presigent's new chief spokesman. Mg said (asey brought up the subject during the
hospital meeting and and "offeregd it vo’"n&a.zly "Similarly, CIA spakesaomar

-4 Katg% Anerson said in 8 statement: "Decause it was apparent to Me, (asey that it
woulid o€ some time befor € he uﬂﬁ;d return to auty and devote his ‘all ERETgy to

the position, he gecided tC resign.

"He felt strongly that the agenuy and the intelligence community and their
programs regquire the type of v gare"s leadership that he <ould Ao lomger
provige. The decision to resign was Mr. Casey's and Mr. Casey's alone," she

added.
|
I

As to the agency's reaction to Gates' selection, Ms. Pherson said, "Pegple
r

r
are pleasad o kave a career officer, and Dob has been around 3 long time.

1:)

o t Aeagan's direction, Meese and Regan had gone to the hospital with an
j invitation for Casey to became 3 counselor to the pre igent, and offerad that
» job after »asey resigned, Fitzwater said.

The spokesman 3aid everyone had been "a 1ittl
status was" but that the president wanted toc

|

| 4s for wha.her uEaEf would ever be able to take over the new duties of

L counselor, Fitzwater said, “Tre gdoctaors 1ndicate they expec; a ful l TECOYEFY. I

‘ Ton't kinow €xaltly what Lha; means, no, 60 1 know what the timing {5."Cynihia

| Bowers, Georgetaun University Hospi;al spokeswoman, said Monday that Casey

| “continues 0 improve steadily. He {5 alert, has visited some fellow patients

’ and went to Mass at the hospital chapel yesterday. Me will continue to receive

| ragiation treatments and physical therapy for some weeks at the hespital as an
inpatient."
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